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of these farms rose from about 15,000 to over 67,000, containing
in the latter year about 7.4 per cent of all peasant households.

Concurrently with the development of collectivization the
Government adopted the 'Five Year Plan' applied to agricul-
ture, aiming at a definite schedule of expansion. Finding it
impossible however, to rely on the collectives as the principal
source of supply to the market, they were still obliged to look
mainly to the peasant farms. In circumstances such as these
it is little to be wondered at that the high tempo at which it was
sought to prosecute the dual policy of expansion of collectiviza-
tion and liquidation of the kulaks should have led to a stage of
disastrous confusion, ultimately recognized officially in the
famous article of Stalin, 'Giddiness from Success3, published on
the 2nd March 1932. So drastic indeed had been the coercive
measures against the peasantry that finally an outburst of
resentment and resistance led to the infliction of a serious injury
on Russian agriculture. Faced with wholesale confiscation the
kulaks slaughtered their live stock, while the less well-to-do
peasants apparently often preferred to follow their example
rather than to accept the low valuation on bringing them into
the collectives. Moreover, much live stock was said to have
perished in the new collectives on account of the conditions
under which it was kept. The shortage of live stock including
draught animals resulting largely from this cause subsequently
became one of the most pronounced obstacles in the develop-
ment of the agricultural part of the Five Year Plan, and con-
tributed very greatly to the shortage of food from which the
Russian people suffered.

From March of 1930 onwards, however, the Government
pursued the policy of collectivization with a greatly reduced
tempo, and many of the drastic coercive measures were aban-
doned. The reversal of policy thus brought about was im-
mediately followed by a heavy outflow of peasants from the
collective farms; indeed the official statistics showed that the
spring of that year saw the severest set-back to the progress of
collectivization since its inception. The voluntary principle in
the formation of collectives was once more proclaimed and